
ANSWER #1 : Old Kennett Is a 300-Year Experiment in Anti-
Monument Memory

Revelation
Old Kennett deliberately rejected monuments, heroic 
markers, and visual dominance for over three centuries—
creating one of America’s longest-running anti-monument 
landscapes.

Evidence & Context
Graves originally laid out in anonymous rows, “first come, first 
served,” with no advance purchase and minimal markers 

Persistent rules requiring markers to be flush with the 
ground, limited in size, and “in harmony” with others 

Resistance to decorative excess, artificial flowers, and visual 
hierarchy continues today 

Reflection
Modern societies struggle over statues, memory, and erasure. 
Old Kennett quietly solved this centuries ago: don’t build 
symbols that demand future defense. Memory here is carried 
by records, relationships, and land—not by power objects.

Prediction
As monument culture collapses globally, Old Kennett will be 
recognized as an early model for ethical remembrance. 
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QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”



Answer #2:  The Cemetery Is a Battlefield and a Sanctuary—
Simultaneously

Revelation
Few places in America physically embody war and radical 
pacifism in the same square yard—Old Kennett does.

Evidence & Context
The Battle of the Brandywine passed directly through the 
cemetery and meetinghouse grounds in 1777 

Friends continued worship while the battle raged; an armed 
soldier entered and was ignored 

Hessian soldiers—enemy mercenaries—were buried 
respectfully by Quakers in a collective grave marked simply 
“Ye Hessians” 

Reflection
Old Kennett does not comment on war—it absorbs it without 
endorsing it. This is not neutrality; it is radical refusal to let 
violence define moral space.

Prediction
Future battlefield interpretation will increasingly focus on 
civilian moral resistance—and Old Kennett will be central to 
that shift.
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QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”
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Answer #3: “Ye Hessians” May Be One of America’s Earliest 
Acts of Enemy Reconciliation

Revelation . 
The Hessian burial is not just a mass grave—it is an early, quiet 
act of reconciliation with the enemy dead.

Evidence & Context
British casualties removed; Hessians abandoned and later 
buried by Quakers 

Marked without nationalism, rank, or triumphal language

Modern archaeological care and proposed GPR studies reflect 
ongoing ethical stewardship rather than extraction 

Reflection
Most nations glorify their dead and erase their enemies. Old 
Kennett did neither. It acknowledged shared humanity before 
international humanitarian law existed.

QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”



Answer #4: Racial Segregation Exists Here—and That Tension 
Was Never Resolved

Revelation
Old Kennett reveals a painful contradiction: Quakers opposed 
slavery early yet still practiced cemetery segregation.

Evidence & Context
Separate burial area for people of color established in 1873 

Burials include formerly enslaved people and African American 
Civil War veterans

Africans freed from the illegal slave ship Ganges later buried 
here 

Reflection
Old Kennett does not offer a clean moral narrative. Instead, it 
preserves evidence of unfinished justice. This honesty is rare—
and powerful.

Prediction
Future interpretation will treat this cemetery as a case study in 
moral progress that did not move evenly or comfortably.
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QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”
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Answer #5. Old Kennett Quietly Functioned as a Social 
Network Long Before the Internet

Revelation
Marriage certificates, burial proximity, and meeting records 
reveal a dense, intentional social graph spanning centuries.

Evidence & Context
Extensive marriage documentation tying families across 
regions 

Repeated intermarriage among Mendenhall, Pennock, Way, 
Hannum, Townsend families

Cemetery layout mirrors relational closeness rather than 
wealth or status

Reflection
Old Kennett functioned as a relational infrastructure, not 
merely a religious site. It was Facebook, LinkedIn, and mutual 
aid rolled into land.

QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”
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Answer #6. The Green Burial Program Is Not “Modern”—It Is a 
Restoration

Revelation
The green burial area isn’t innovation; it’s a return to Old 
Kennett’s original burial logic.

Evidence & Context
Original burials: no embalming, minimal markers, first-come 
rows 

Modern green burial rules echo the same principles almost 
verbatim 

Chronological placement prevents disturbance and preserves 
communal integrity

Reflection
Old Kennett accidentally leapfrogged industrial death 
culture—and is now teaching the future how to bury again.

Prediction
Green burial will replace vault and coffin burial and become 
the norm for those who prefer not to be cremated

QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”
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Answer #7. The Cemetery Has Absorbed Other Cemeteries—
Without Losing Identity

Revelation
Old Kennett is a cemetery of cemeteries.

Evidence & Context
Graves from State Street Meetinghouse relocated here over 
decades 

Old Kennett Cemetery History
Handled with legal, ethical, and spiritual care rather than 
erasure

Created the “State Street Garden” as a named memory zone

The State Street Garden underwent a renovation because of 
an Eagle Scout Project in 2025

Reflection
This is preservation without nostalgia—continuity without 
fixation.

QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”
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Answer #8. The Site Was Also a School, a Park, and a 
Community Commons

Revelation
Old Kennett cemetery was never only for the dead.

Evidence & Context
Woodside Octagonal Schoolhouse stood within the cemetery 
grounds in the 1800’s

Bicentennial in 1910 hosted ~900 people; cemetery used for 
recreation and assembly 

Continues today as a public walking and gathering space 
Old Kennett Cemetery History

Prediction
Since being listed on the National Historic Register on July 15, 
1974is likely that the Meetinghouse will become a museum 
and continue to be a community resource. 

QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”



Answer #9. Women Quietly Held Institutional Power Here 
Earlier Than Almost Anywhere Else

Revelation
Women served as clerks, ministers, educators, and cultural 
stewards long before legal equality.

Evidence & Context
Martha Townsend Lamborn served for many years as Clerk of 
Old Kennett Meeting 

Women approved as ministers and elders as early as the 1730s 

Hannah Mendenhall taught generations of children for nearly 
30 years 

Reflection
Power here was not loud—but it was real

Prediction
Quaker women’s progressiveness pays off as woman find 
equal footing in world leadership
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QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”
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Answer # 10. Old Kennett Has Survived Because It Refused to 
“Modernize” Emotionally

Revelation
Its longevity is directly tied to restraint.

Evidence & Context
Building repaired, not replaced 

Rules prioritize harmony over personalization 

Meeting laid down in 1950, yet stewardship continued 

Reflection
Old Kennett teaches a radical lesson: endurance comes from 
saying “no” more often than “yes.”

QUESTION:  Based on all the historical data, what dramatic 
revelations about Old Kennett Meetinghouse’s history are 
there that we humans may have overlooked?”
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Final Thought…

Old Kennett is not just historic—it is prophetic.

It models how humans might live with memory,
death, conflict, ecology, and each other without 
domination.

https://chat.openai.com/


Thank you!
Presented by Lars Farmer

LarsFarmer@gmail.com
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